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THE CONSTITUTION OF  

THE DIOCESE OF CASCADIA 
 

 
 

In convention represented by all of the Congregations, Clergy, and Laity of the Diocese of 

Cascadia, this Constitution is hereby adopted on the seventh day of March 2009. 

 

Article I 

Fundamental Declarations 
 

1. We believe and confess Jesus Christ to be the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no one comes to 

the Father but by Him. 

2. We confess the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments to be the inspired Word of 

God, containing all things necessary for salvation, and to be the final authority and 

unchangeable standard for Christian faith and life. 

3. We confess Baptism and the Supper of the Lord to be Sacraments ordained by Christ Himself 

in the Gospel, and thus to be ministered with unfailing use of His words of institution and of 

the elements ordained by Him. 

4. We confess the godly historic Episcopate as an inherent part of the apostolic faith and 

practice, and therefore as integral to the fullness and unity of the Body of Christ. 

5. We confess the historic faith of the undivided Church as declared in the three Catholic 

Creeds: the Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasian.  Concerning the seven Councils of the 

undivided Church, we affirm the teaching of the first four Councils, and the Christological 

clarifications of the fifth, sixth and seventh Councils, in so far as they are agreeable to the 

Holy Scriptures. 

6. We receive The Book of Common Prayer as set forth by the Church of England in 1662, 

together with the Ordinal attached to the same, as a standard for Anglican doctrine and 

discipline, and, with the Books which preceded it, as the standard for the Anglican tradition 

of worship. 

7. We receive the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion of 1662, taken in their literal and 

grammatical sense, as expressing the Anglican response to certain controversial doctrinal 

issues of that time, and as expressing fundamental principles of authentic Anglican belief. 

8. We receive the Global Anglican Future Conference Final Statement and Jerusalem 

Declaration issued 29 June 2008. 

 

In all these things, we are determined by the help of God to hold and maintain, as the Anglican 

Way has received them, the doctrine, discipline, and worship of Christ. 
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Article II 

Incorporation 
 

The Diocese of Cascadia has been incorporated in the State of Washington in 2009 as a religious 

non-profit corporation using the full legal name “the Diocese of Cascadia,” herein referred to as 

“the Diocese”. 

 

Article III 

Mission of the Diocese 
 

The mission of the Diocese is to fulfill the Great Commandments of Jesus, to love God with all 

our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves; and to carry out the 

Great Commission of Jesus, to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything commanded by Jesus. 

This shall be accomplished primarily through planting congregations. 

 

Article IV 

Membership in the Diocese 
 

1. Any fellowship in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, or Alaska which subscribes to 

Article I of this Constitution and desires to remain in full communion with the Anglican 

Communion through the Anglican Communion of North America (ACNA) may apply for 

membership in the Diocese. Affiliation and admission into the Diocese shall be determined 

by the Ecclesiastic Authority according to Canon I and those procedures prescribed by the 

Diocesan Council. 

2. An individual member is a baptized person who is a member of a fellowship or congregation 

of the Diocese. 

3. Any fellowship or congregation may disaffiliate from the Diocese at any time. 

 

Article V 

Ecclesiastical Authority 
 

1. The Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese and the Diocesan Synod shall govern the 

Diocese. 

2. The Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese shall be the Bishop who has been duly elected by 

the Synod, hereafter referred to as “the Bishop”. Until the Diocese is accepted as a full 

diocese in the ACNA, the Bishop shall be the Vicar General of the Diocese of Cascadia in 

Formation. 

3. When the See is vacant, the Ecclesiastical Authority will be the Diocesan Council.  

4. The Ecclesiastical Authority is authorized to invite other Anglican bishops into the Diocese 

for the purpose of performing pastoral oversight and related duties under mutually agreeable 

licensing arrangements. In such a case, performing pastoral oversight and related duties shall 

not constitute the exercise of ecclesiastical jurisdiction. 
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5. The Ecclesiastical Authority shall take such actions, consistent with applicable federal and 

state laws, as are deemed appropriate to protect and secure the rights of the Diocese. 

 

Article VI 

Diocesan Synod 
 

1. There shall be a Diocesan Synod that provides for the governance of the Diocese, subject to 

the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese and in conformity with the Constitution and 

Canons of the ACNA. 

2. The Synod provides for the governance of the Diocese through amendment of the Canons 

and such other actions it considers necessary, subject to this Constitution and Canon X, and 

in conformity with the Constitution and Canons of the ACNA. 

3. There shall be a Diocesan Council that acts on behalf of the Synod when the Synod is not in 

session, in accordance with Canon XI. 

 

Article VII 

Anglican Affiliation 
 

The Diocese is an association of fellowships and congregations, their Clergy and Laity, who 

hereby join together to be in full communion with the Anglican Communion. The Diocese is 

under the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the ACNA as a Diocese in Formation and subscribes to its 

Constitution and Canons. 

 

Article VIII 

Holy Orders 
 

1. Ordained ministry in the Diocese shall be exercised only by Clergy, that is, bishops, priests, 

and deacons, duly ordained or licensed by the Bishop of the Diocese. 

2. Each member congregation may maintain its practice regarding women priests and deacons. 

3. All licensed Clergy shall be subject to the discipline and order of the ACNA Constitution and 

Canons. 

4. The identification, education, and ordination of candidates for Holy Orders shall be governed 

by the Ecclesiastical Authority in accordance with Canons II and III. 

 

Article IX 

Discipline 
 

Ecclesiastical discipline and order shall be maintained and administered by the Ecclesiastical 

Authority in accordance with Canons V and VI. 
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Article X 

Stewardship 
 

It is strongly urged that all family units, congregations, and the Diocese prayerfully consider 

participating in the 10%-10%-10% principle of stewardship: (a) each family unit gives at least 

10% of their income to the congregation of which they are a member, (b) each congregation 

gives at least 10% of its income to the Diocese, and (c) the Diocese gives at least 10% of its 

income to ACNA. The Diocese will fund the ministry of the Bishop. A significant amount of the 

remaining funds will be used for leadership development, mission, and congregation planting. 

 

Article XI 

Property Ownership 
 

All property, both real and personal, owned by each fellowship or congregation now and in the 

future is and shall be solely and exclusively owned by said fellowship or congregation and, 

consistent with respective state law, shall not be subject to any trust interest or any other claim of 

ownership arising out of the canon law of any other ecclesiastical entity the ecclesiastical 

jurisdiction to which fellowship or congregation may now or in the future be subject. 

 

Article XII 

Amendments to the Constitution 
 

All amendments to the Constitution must be proposed in writing to the Committee on 

Constitution and Canons who will forward the proposed amendments to the Synod and the 

Diocesan Council with their recommendations. The Synod can ratify the proposed amendment in 

two ways: (a) with three-fourths affirmative vote of those present or (b) with a simple majority of 

two consecutive Synod meeting spaced no closer than three months apart. 
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CHANGE AS APPROVED BY DIOCESAN COUNCIL ON APRIL 26, 2011 

AND ACCEPTED AT THE SYNOD MEETING ON MAY 13, 2011 

 

 

Article VIII 

Holy Orders 
 

1. Ordained ministry in the Diocese shall be exercised only by Clergy, that is, bishops, priests, 

and deacons, duly ordained or licensed by the Bishop of the Diocese. 

2. Each member congregation may maintain its practice regarding women priests and deacons. 

3. All licensed Clergy shall be subject to the discipline and order of the ACNA Constitution and 

Canons. 

4. The identification, education, and ordination of candidates for Holy Orders shall be governed 

by the Ecclesiastical Authority in accordance with Canons II and III. 

 


