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Bishop Kevin Allen and the Diocese of Cascadia Commission (committee?) on 
Constitutions and Canons: 
 
Please consider the follow proposed amendment to the Diocese of Cascadia Canons: 
 
Cascadia Canon Article XII, Section 4. The Election of a Bishop 
a. With the consent of the College of Bishops, a diocese may commence the process of 
election of a Bishop. Such election is subject to the approval of the College of Bishops 
as described in Canon 8, Section 4 of the ACNA Canons. 
b. When the Office of Bishop becomes vacant, the Diocesan Council shall appoint 
members of a Task Force to nominate candidates for the Office of Bishop. 
 
1. The Nomination Task Force shall be composed of four Clergy and four Lay members. 
These members shall be selected from the Representatives to the Synod at the last 
Annual Meeting of the Synod. When possible, geographic diversity should be achieved. 
2. The Task Force shall nominate a minimum of three Clergy for the Bishop’s office 
following the criteria spelled out in Section 3 of this Canon. The names of the nominees 
shall be presented for certification by the Synod members at a special meeting of the 
Synod, called by the Diocesan Council. 
3. The Diocesan Council shall designate one of its clergy members, being also a 
member of the Task Force, as a liaison person. The Diocesan Council will be available 
to answer questions and provide funding and requested resources, however, it will not 
supervise the work of the Task Force. 
4. At a minimum, the Task Force will conduct candidate interviews, require written 
responses to questions, order background investigations, and explore personal 
references other than the references given by the candidates. 
 
CURRENT: 
5. Upon certification, the names of the three candidates will be forwarded to the College 
of Bishops who will select one candidate for the Diocese. 
PROPOSED:   
5. Upon certification, either of the following may occur to finalize the selection of the 
next Bishop of the Diocese of Cascadia:  the names of the three candidates will be 
forwarded to the College of Bishops who will select one candidate for the Diocese, OR 
in the event of the consensus of the committee upon one candidate, then the name 
shall be submitted to the College of Bishops for their consent.   
 
6. Upon the choice of a Bishop-elect by the College of Bishops, the Archbishop shall 
take order for the consecration of such Bishop. 
7. In the event the nominees are rejected by the College of Bishops, the College shall 
so inform the Diocese of Cascadia in writing. 
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PURPOSE OF THE AMMENDMENT 

 
a.  DoC Canon XII Section 4, item #5, is inconsistent with other ACNA Diocesan 

canons on this matter, as well as not completely representing the ACNA intent.  ACNA 
Canon III, Section 4, item #3 states, “An electing body from the Diocese shall certify the 
decision of a Bishop for consent by the College of Bishops, or may certify two or three 
nominees from which the College of Bishops may select one for the Diocese.  The latter 
practice is commended to all Diocese in this Church.”   

 
 b.  This Diocese of Cascadia canon seems to cede more authority to the College 
of Bishops than the Provincial Canons require.   
 

c. From the Provincial Canons on electing a new bishop: 3. An electing body 
from the Diocese shall certify the election of a Bishop for consent by the College of 
Bishops, or may certify two or three nominees from which the College of Bishops may 
select one for the Diocese. The latter practice is commended to all Dioceses in this 
Church. 
 
COMMENT:  I applaud the College of Bishops desire to act in the protection of the faith 
once delivered.   The amendment to our Canons clarifies that the primary discernment 
through the guidance of the Holy Spirit is by those in the diocese who know best who to 
select as their spiritual leader.  After the election, the chosen name(s)will be submitted 
to the College of Bishops for their discernment and final approval. 

If our diocese (the committee charged with securing candidates for bishop) is 
unable to come to a full consensus on the selection of an individual to put forward as 
their selection for bishop, then the 2nd procedure (having the College of Bishops make 
the selection) is warranted.  If a diocese has consensus of an individual, and the 
candidate has been vetted by the College of Bishops, then the candidate should be 
consented to.  Both are recognition of the work of the Holy Spirit and our Diocese 
should not be deprived of the opportunity to come to consensus. 
 
 
ACNA Canon Article X: College of Bishops, Item #5  
The College of Bishops shall have authority in the election of bishops of the Province 
which may be: a) consent to an election from a diocese or network … or  b) the actual 
choice and consent from among two or more nominees put forward by a diocese or 
network, … in the manner set forward by canon. 
 
 

Submitted by John Briggs 
October 15, 2018 

 


